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From rhe Editor 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

New S hip 

New Service 

- mv. "Straat Chatham " goes down the slipway to take 
R .I.L. 's present new-bu ilding programme a step fu rther 
towards completion. 

- Mr F. N. ("Speed y Gonzales") Rowaan, now 011 leave in 
Holland ( the weather hurts), attempts to show R.I.L. the 
road to a rosy future. 

Monstrous C reatu res - Sea Serpents have been the subject of legends ever since man 
first took to the water in boats, but Professor Smith tells 
why he believes that such creatures actually exist. 

Lovely Creatures 

Dutch Interior 

- Sea Sirens from Denmark and New Zealand - mermaid and 
maiden - perpetuated as statues, and photographed by respec
tively Mr Albert Leung (HKHO) and Mr Wong Siu Cluon 
(s.s. Tjipondok) . 

- R .I.L. Post photographer, Peter Tsc, has managed to give 
his excellent p1cture on the opposite page an atmosphere 
resem bling a Pieter de H oogh painting. 

AND IN THE NEXT: 

C ircus Galore 

Rugby Furore 

- Circo Brasil pictured on board the "Straat Banka". 

- New Zealand and its national sport , from the pen of 
Mr E .A. Postuma. 

KOP EN STAART 

This issue has a distinct flavour: that of fish . 
In fall ing for this theme (hook, line and sinker!) , we may appeal to the many ardent 
fishermen to be fou nd on board ship (as for instance those of m .v. " Van Neck"-shown 
at left- who land their shark in novel fashion). On the other hand, this issue may be 
too fi shy for the taste of other readers. 
Following the same line of thought, it has occurred to us that in general R.l.L . Post 
tends to have a pronounced " H ong Kong Flavour". Though not quite applicable, but 
perhaps excusable in th is context, we quote a Dutch saying• which runs: "De mceste 
vis zit tussen kop en s:aart" (most of the fish is 'twixt head and tail) or, as a sailor 
would say: "steer a middle course" . 
With this in mind we are trying to trim our ship by inviting Correspondents (whose 
names appear at the head of this page) to ass:st us in canvassing news and views. AI the 
time of going to press we have not had acceptance from all of them, but anticipate 
receiving the rest soon. By this means we hope to bring R.I.L. Post on to an even 
keel and to widen its horizons. 
We should like to express our thanks to the "Advisors To The Ed itor" for all the help 
given in the past. 

• (co111~d by Dr 1-1 . Colijn , i f we"re not miJtal(ell) 

ContentJ, with the exceptio// of articleJ d~riv~d from 
oth~r publicatiom, may be repri11ted; acki/Oitllt:dge
ment of the Jourrc, however, would be appreciated. 



From I. 10 r : Messrs C.L.C. van Kreuchmar, H .C.G.L. Ribbink (acling as Sec.), P. V .C.E. Liebemcluuz, J.Ph. Roosegaarde Bissc/10p, 
D Reyneker, j .F. Egberink, P.A. de !..cos, IV .M. de Haan, f .R. va11 Osselen and J.M. Hens. 

Mr H . Egberink 
greels l1 .'s bro1her 

MANAGERS' CONFERENCE 
F rom 18th September to 23rd September, a Conference was held in H ong Kong Head 
Office, to which the fo llowing came to confer with Managing Directors: 

Mr P. V.C.E. Liebenschutz, Manager for H ong Kong and China. 

, ] .F. Egberink, General Manager for Afr ica. 

, P.A. de Loos, General Manager for Australia and N ew Zealand. 

, J.Ph. Roosegaarde Bisschop, Manager for Japan. 

Mr D. Reyneker, Manager for Singapore and Malaya, was also present at this meeting. 

The Agenda comprised nearly fi fty items for discussion. 

Mr Liebensclmtz 
bustles into HO 

Mr de Loos and Mr Reyneker 
are mel by Mr E.M. van Rhoon 

Mr Roosegaarde Bisschop is 
mu by Mr H .F. Veugelers 



m.v. 

On znd September, mv. "Straat Chatham" 
was launched from the "De Mrrwedc" 
yard at Hardinxvcld in the Netherlands 
by Mrs J. I. van Kretschmar Baronesse 
van Hardenbroek van Lockhorst. This is 
the fourth of the C·class, and the ztst 
R.I.L. ship built since the war. 

In his speech, Mr L. Speelman referred 
to his acquaintance with Jhr. and Mrs 
van Kretschmar, which dates from the 
time when Jhr. van Kretschmar was agent 
and he himself was accountant in the 
Manila office. The family is now also 
closely linked with R.l.L. , as their son, 
Jhr. C. L. C. van Kretschmar, is General 
Superintendent in Hong Kong. 

The manager of the shipyard , Mr C. 
Hocnderkamp, referred to the pleasant 
relationship which his firm had always 
had with R.I.L. 

Speaking on behalf of his wife, Jhr. van 
Kretschmar van Veen said what pleasure 
it had given her to launch the "Straat 
Chatham" and that a silver wall plaque 
had been ordered from a silversmith to 
commemorate the occasion. 

The keel for the "Straat Chatham" was 
laid just before Christmas, 1960 and 
ddivery is expected on Christmas Eve, 
1961. Captain S. Jochcms and Ch:cf 
Engineer M. de Groot arc designated to 
bring out the ship, which is earmarked 
for ESAAS. 

STRAAT CHATHAM LAUNCHED 



BRAND NEW SERVICE CONTEMPLATED BY R.I.L. 

NPSPS 

Snooping in Planning, Conferences & Tariffs Dept. HK HO, we came across a startling memorandum from the 
(master). hand of Mt· F.N. Rowaan, proposing the inauguration of a new R.l.L. Liner Service. This proposal, with 
its many implications, deserves the full attention of and careful study by all personnel. We therefore make no 
apolog y jo1· 1·eproducing it in full. 

Introduction 

r. Our company, engaged in "cross trades" , i.e. trades 
between countries other than the motherland of her 
directors, is experiencing increasingly difficult times as a 
consequence of 

a) an awakening desire in young nations to take over 
the carriage of goods from and to their own coun
tries as well as to take over the carriage of goods 
between so-called third countries; 

b) the continued desire in older nations to take over 
everything. 

2. Our company, not being a nation, is caught in the 
middle; the result is that ports which at the time were 
practically discovered by us cannot now be approached 
nearer than at five miles and are often not recognized by 
our captains because of the number of competition ships 
lying outside waiting for a berth (so-called "outsiders"). 

Object 

3· The object of this modest study is to try and find 
alternative routes where we can find the solitude so much 
appreciated by shipowners but so seldom found these days. 

General 

4· One thing is certain : we do not want to go to Holland. 
So many reasons against calling at Holland can be advanced 
that it is unnecessary to mention any of them. 

More General 

5· Neither do we want to call at Asia , Africa, Australia 
or South America. Nobody knows better than we the 
hardship connected with the trade in these areas. W e have 
had enough of it. 

Most General 

G. Actually, we do not particularly wish to call anywhere, 
but in that case we would be stuck with our 

a) ships (navigare necesse est) 

b) stockholders ( defendere difficile est) 

c) conscience (vivere terrible est) 
and unfortunately we shall have to do something. 

Idea 

7· W e have (if we are allowed to put it th at way) toyed 
with the idea of a service New York/ Monte Carlo & v.v. 

(millionaires in bulk both ways - weight cargo eastbound
1 

measurement cargo back) but Onassis competition with 
tramper Christina may prove too big an obstacle (what can 
we, for instance, do against malpractices like free opera 
for the crew?). 

Better Idea 

8 Two areas which surprisingly are not yet linked are 
the North Pole (Arctic) and the South Pole (Antarctic). 
We do not know exactly what cargo would have to move 
between these areas, but that consideration has never 
deterred us from opening a new service: the trade will 
follow the flag, regardless. 

9· We do know, however, that there is a strong Arctic 
demand for Penguins (see business trip reports Nansenf 
1895, Amundsen/ 1905, Byrd/ 1926 and Snortzj r96o) and 
a shocking Antarctic shortage of Polar Bears (reports 
Shackleton/ 1909, Amundsen-Scott/ 1911, Byrd/ 1928 & 1948 
and Snortz{196o). Filling up cargo for the first d ifficult 
period could be ice (one way) and snow (the other way). 

ro. W e could well use ships with ample passenger accom
modation, as it is reported that there is a strong demand 
from potential passengers desiring a change of climate. 

II. Ships should be fitted with plenty of reefer space (for 
the snow and ice), dry cleaning facilities (for the Polar 
Bears), clean shirts (for the Penguins), fur boots (against 
the cold), sunglasses (against the sun) etc. etc., but opening 
a new service unavoidably incurs much initial expense. 

Best Idea 

12. No idea. 

Conclusion 

13. Since we do not have any better ideas than the North 
Pole/ South Pole Service (it actually is a better idea), we 
would suggest to investigate all angles. 

14. Vi tal statistics of the North Pole economy can be 
requested from the trade departments of the U.S.A., 
Canada, the U.S.S.R., Denmark and Andorra (write in 
Spanish with a French accent), those for the South Pole 
from Argentina, Chile, the U.S.A., the U .S.S.R. , New 
Zealand, the U.K. and Albania. 

15. The name of the new service could be N PSPS, a 
very successful choice indeed (if we may be so bold), and 
well in line with our policy that names of services should 
preferably be unpronounceable. 

r6. We are eagerly awaiting your green light to proceed 
with the preparations. 



T here are few issues that have so excited public imagina
tion as that of the existence of so-called 'Sea-serpents' . For 
more than two hundred years there have been reports by 
serious and reliable persons who claim to have seen un
known marine creatu res of large size moving on the surface 
of the seas. Only quite recently last year two men out 
in a dinghy off Aberdeen, Scotland, sat petrified while an 
unknown , huge sea animal swam past them. They 
described the creature as being like some horrible monster 
ou t of prehistoric times. It was four to five feet broad on 
the waterl ine and rose sharply to a kni fe edge at the 
ridge. The two men heard it breathing and said it had a 
reptilian head about two and a half feet long with large 
protruding eyes. This must have been a remarkable ex
perience, all the more since it has been reliably reported 
that a sim ilar crea ture has been seen in the same area 
no less than three times d uring the past century. 

One of the oldest tales of seafaring folk concerned the 
existence of the terrible Kraken. This was said to be 
an enormous creature with long arms that could almost 
envelop a ship and sink it- we must remember the ti ny 
size of early ships. For long the existence of such a 
creature was dismissed as a fanciful tale of seafaring folk 
out to impress the stay-at-homes. Despite th is, however, 
the existence of the now well-known giant squid was firmly 
established somewhat less th an a century ago. Some of 
these creatures are believed to attain a length not fa r short 
of one hundred feet, and they have been suggested as the 
real orig in of the sea-serpent legend. 

In this matter of sea-serpents, however, during the past 
two centuries there have been hundreds of apparemly 
positive accounts from all over the world, many by people 
of unquestioned imegrity and position, who saw the animals 
clearly, so that it seems incredible that the existence of at 
least one unknown type of large marine animal has not 

RepoTL by 

Profe;;,c;or J .L./3. Smiih 

been generally accepted by scientists and laymen. These 
records come from all over the world, and one cannot help 
being struck by the general similari ty of the deta il reported. 
All indicate some huge animal from forty to ni nety feet 
or more in length. As outlined below, the evidence points 
to at least three different types of these large, unknown 
creatures. 

Those who affect to disbelieve the evidence about sea
serpents make a great poi nt of the fact that no photograph 
of one has ever been produced. This is, however, not 
difficult to understand. The sighting of one of these 
animals is so rare an event that probably not one person 
in many millions of those who voyage on the sea has 
ever seen one. The chances of that one person being 
ready with a camera, and close enough to take a good 
picture, are almost infinitesimal. In any case, few people 
out fishing or sailing in small boats take valuable cameras 
with them. E ven if someone were so fortunate as to get 
a pho:ograph there would still be many who would cast 
doubts on its authenticity. Indeed, several photographs of 
the 'Loch Ness Monster' have been taken without con
vincing the general public of its existence. 

One very early report of a n unknown sea creature merits 
attention because of the man who made it. H e was one 
Hans Egede, a orwegian missionary, and he saw this 
animal while on a voyage to Greenland in I734· Egede 
was a man of the highest reputation and integrity - he 
later became a bishop - and of the greatest stand ing in 
his time. In h is account of this sea-beast he was not 
recording hearsay, but something very unusual that had 
clearly impressed him. This is his description: -

' Anno 1734 July. On the 6th appeared a terrible sea
animal, which raised itself so high above the water 
that its head reached above our maintop. It has a 
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T!Je sea-serpent seen by Hans Egede in 1734· From an early book 011 Nor111ay. 

long, sharp snout and blew like a whale, had broad, 
large Aappers, and the body was, as it were, covered 
with a hard skin , a nd it was very wrinkled and 
uneven on its skin; moreover , on the lower part it 
was formed like a snake, and when it went under 
water again, it cast itsel£ backwards, and in doing 
so, it raised its tail above the water, a whole ship
length from its body. That evening we had very 
bad weather ' . 

F rom E gcde's description and data a drawing was pre
pared and published in an early book on Norway. It is 
most striking, for it clearly ind icates a type of sea creatu re 
now believed to be extinct, a primitive type of whale that 
lived in the sea millions of years ago. It had a long 
snake-like body, with a pair of Aippers near the head. 
Egcde could never have known of these creatures, for their 
fossils were discovered only long a fter his death. 

What is interesting is that from a British ship off New 
Zealand, an almost exactly similar huge animal was 
clearly seen some years ago. It too was shaped like a 
huge serpent, with Aappcrs near the head. It is therefore 
at least possible that a supposedly extinct Basilosaurus type 
of early whale still lives in the seas. There arc likely 
very few, but one may still be caught. 

O ne of the most striking accounts of a g reat unknown 
animal of the sea is the fa mous H.M.S. Daedalus story. 
O n Aug ust 6th, 1848, this vessel was sailing north some 
three hundred miles out from Walvis Bay, w hen a number 
of the officers and crew , including Captain M'Quhae, 
clearly saw a huge eel-like crea ture not far from the ship. 

Captain M'Quhae was later asked for an official report 
by the Admiralty, and below is an outline. Much the 
same account appeared in The Times, London:-

' At 5 p.m. 6th August last, latitude 24 o 44' S, longitude 
9° 2 2' E , weather dark a nd cloudy, wind fresh N.W., 
a long swell from the S.W., the ship heading N .E. by N ., 
something very unusual was seen by Mr Sartoris, midship-

man, rapidly approach ing the ship from before the beam . 
This was immediately reported to the officer of the watch , 
Lieut. Drummond, with whom and Mr Barrett, the Master, 
I was at the time. T he ship's company were at supper. 
The object was discovered to be an enormous serpent, 
with head and shoulders kept about four feet above the 
surface of the sea, and as nearly as we could judge there 
was at the very least 6o feet of the animal a fleur d'eau, 
no portion of which was apparently used in propelling it 
through the water. It passed rapidly, but so close that 
had it been a man of my acquain·ance I should easi ly 
have recognised his features w ith the naked eye; and it 
d id not, in the slightest degree, deviate from its course 
to the S.W., at the pace of 12 to 15 m iles per hour. · 

The d iameter of the serpent was abou t 15 to r6 inches 
benind the head, which was, without any doubt, that of 
a snake, and it was never, d uring the twenty m inu tes th at 
it continued in sigh t of ou r glasses, once below the surface 
of the water ; its colou r a da rk brown, with yellowish white 
abou t th e throat. It had no fins, but something like a 
mane of a horse, or rather a bunch of seaweed, washed 
about its back. It was seen by the quartermaster , the 
boatswain's mate, and the man at the wheel, in addi tion 
to m ysel f and officers above-mentioned'. 

Those w ho gave evidence were so convi nced of what they 
saw that they were prepared not only to ma ke a report 
but to stand by it aga inst all criticism. Immed iately after 
the creature had gone, the captain had a sketch made of 
it, and this was sent with h is report to the Admi ral ty, but 
all this has d isappeared. 

This account remains one of the most d ifficult hu rdles for 
those who wish to decry the existence of a large unknown 
sea a nimal. It is outrageous even to suggest that a re
sponsible captain of a British warship might even think of 
conspiring with junior officers to fabricate even part of 
the story, nor would he easily run the risk of ridicule and 
derision. All these men who saw the creatu re were widely 
experienced seamen accustomed to appraise objects at sea, 
and to estimating sizes and distances, and they had ample 



SEA SERPENTS (Cou"'"'~dJ 

opportunity to observe this animal carefully at quite close 
quarters. 

l n r893, the small South African steamer Umfuli was off 
French West Africa heading south for the Cape, when at 
about 5·30 p.m. one day the captain, several officers, some 
members of the crew and passengers all quite clearly saw 
a large serpent-like creature travelling north at a good 
speed, some five hundred yards away. They estimated its 
length as about eighty feet. It was distinct to the naked 
eye, while through glasses it was seen to have the shape 
of an enormous conger eel, with huge jaws estimated at 
about seven feet long, armed with large teeth. 

In r845 a Mr Charles A. Fairbridge and friends saw, in 
T able Bay, an enormous creature estimated at one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred feet long, as close as two hundred 
yards from them. They were quite convinced that it was 
a type of sea-serpent, its body at least three feet out of 
the water, and it moved at a considerable speed. Because 
the writer feared ridicule an account of this was not 
published until r857 when it was inspired by another 
account by a Dr Biccard who, with others, dearly saw a 
similar creature off Green Point in T able Bay, only one 
hundred and fifty yards from the shore. Dr Biccard fired 
a rifle at it but without result, and it later disappeared. 

A creature of about eighty feet in length was seen outside 
Durban Harbour in r884 by Captain Wellington of the 
s.s. Churchill. It was described as having a monstrous 
head and neck of which some seven or eight feet were out 
of the water. 

A remarkable story of recent times is that of a Baron von 
Forstner, who was in command of a U-boat in the fi rst 
world war. In an account published in a German news
paper after the war, he states that in the English channel 
they had torpedoed the s,ooo-ton British steamer Iberian 
which soon after went down stern first . There followed 
a loud explosion under the water. The commander and 
five other officers in the conning tower watching this, were 
astounded to see a huge creature thrown some twenty to 
thirty yards into the air together with a lot of debris. 
According to them it was a good sixty feet long, had four 
short legs and resembled a giant crocodile. The creature 
was struggling and contorting during its fl i~ht in the air , 
and when it hit the water again it struggled and splashed 
on the surface for some twenty or thirty seconds before 
disappearing for good. 

One effect of the devastating scepticism about sea-serpents 
has been to make many people keep silent about what they 
have seen for fear of being ridiculed. There is every 
reason to believe that because of this these animals have 
been seen many more times than have been reported. 
It is most significant that scientific authorities in Britain 
did not ridicule the recent Aberdeen story. T he discovery 
of the Coelacan:h is almost certainly responsible for this 
more cautious attitude. 

It is q uite impossible here even to list the many stories 
of the sighting of 'sea-serpents' . Suffice to say that these 
fall into clear patterns. In some cases the animals appear 
to have been of the Basilosaurus type mentioned above. 
In most cases, however, th e description shows a dear re
semblance to another type of extinct animal, well known 
from fossils, its name Plesiosaurus. 

It has been objected that the creatures seen in recent times 
are very much larger than those known from fossils, but 
it may be noted that the modern Coelacanth is very much 
larger than those which abounded in past times and left 
numerous fossils. 

The third type is probably a gigantic eel-like creature. 
Both the Daedalus and the Umfuli accounts mentioned 
from the south-eastern Atlantic indicate this. A d iscovery 
in recent times has an important bearing on the validity 
of th is type. Eels start off life as queer small ribbon-like 
creatures known as Leptocephalus, which have a flattened 
body, tiny head and large teeth. The three to four inches 
long larva of the common conger eel is quite often found 
thrown up on S. African shores. It has been learnt that 
the Leoptocephalus creature is about one-tenth or less the 
length of the full-grown eel, and here is the crux of the 
story. Not many years ago a deep-sea research vessel 
pulled up out of the depths of the south-eastern Atlantic 
-Daedalus and Umfuli areas- a Leptocephalus larva, not 
inches long, but six feet long. This indicates an adult eel 
sixty to seventy feet, at least, in length, and this when it 
is discovered, will probably be found to fit the discredited 
stories. 

The case of the Loch Ness Monster falls into the same 
category as that of the sea-serpent. H ere the creature is 
almost certainly of the Plesiosaur type and there is ample 
evidence for its existence. 

If the animal or animals surv ive, one will ult:mately be 
caught or properly photographed. One feature of the Loch 
Ness animal is that the body has repeatedly been described 
as looking like an upturned boat. The men off Aberdeen 
last year described the body of the animal they saw as 
four to five feet broad on the waterl ine rising sharply to 
almost a kni fe edge at the ridge. This is almost the same 
description and Aberdeen is not fa r from Loch Ness. 

From close study of all the evidence about these creatures I, 
for one, have come to believe firmly in their existence. 
The discovery of the Coelacanth and of the gigantic 
Leptocephalus larva have gone far to shake the scepticism 
of scientists. Indeed it may be said that one of the un
spoken hopes of the great International Indian Ocean 
expedition is that one at least of these large unknown 
animals of the sea may be forthcoming. 

Reprinud by kind perm:'Hion of " Outlook" . 
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SEA 

For many centuries travdlers have 
r epo rted seeing mermaids, and 
sailors, from Ulysses onwards, have 
told yarns of sweet siren votces 
lu ring them into the sea. 

H ere are two sea maidens : underneath, familiar to 
frequenters of the Royal H ong Kong Yacht Club is an 
exact replica of the famous " Little Mermaid " m 
Copenhagen, commemorating the well-known story by 

MAIDENS 

Ha n~ Christian Ander~en. 

Ab:)Ve i~ the less-familiar "Pania 
of the Reef" sta tue in a pier, 
1 ew Zealand. An old Maori 
legend tells how Pania, lured by 

the siren voices of the sea people, swam out to meet 
them. When she endeavou red lO return to her lover, 
she was transformed into the reef which now lies beyond 
the apier breakwater. 
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A WHALE 

OF 

A 

STORY ----

THE CHIEF ENGINEER TELLS 

W hen m.v. STRAAT MALAKKA left Singapore on roth 
December, 1951, her officers had not the slightest intention 
of fishing for big game; it all happened by the merest 
chance. 

On the 15th of the same month , as the ship was making 
for Mombasa full speed over the deep blue sea, a sudden 
rumble shook her at about 9 o'clock in the morning. 
As you may imagine, everyone was startled and hastened 
ro do something about it: most rushed to the railing 
to see what was happening. 

A fifth engineer, engaged with th e blacksmith on some 
work aft, poked his head· through the railing, expecting 
to see one of the two propellers damaged, or even gone. 
What he did see was blood in the water, and racing to the 
bridge, he yelled at the top of his voice " Man overboard ! 
Man overboard!", a cry which was echoed by all hands 
on deck. 

O n the bridge, the Captain who had left his studies (for 
what they were) and rushed to the wheelhouse, was met 
by the officer on duty with the cool remark " It certainly 
can' t be rock or ground because we are in fourteen hundred 
fathoms of water Sir" . 

Decisions were quickly made and the ship swerved off 
course. On hearing the " Man overboard" cries and the 
news about blood in the water, the rudder was kept hard 

over in order to complete the ci rcle and, in doing so, 
to arrive approximately at the scene where the boom was 
heard and the shock felt . 

Much ro everyone's surprise they came to a red co~oured 
area and found a big whale floating in the middle of it, 
neatly chopped in two as though cut by a butcher 's sharp 
tools. 

As the ship was pressed for time, there was no opportunity 
to inspect the whale closer, nor even time to hoist a part 
of it out of the water to obtain free juicy whale steaks."' 
The carcass had ro be left to the sharks who must un
doubtedly have had the meal of a lifetime. 

The whale was the main top ic of conversation during the 
remaining two days of the trip. As you know, the size 
of fishes caught tends ro g row bigger in the talking as the 
years go by, but in this case the outstretched arms of a 
man were really too short to indicate the size of the whale. 
Fair guesses were made in tons. 

Whales are sometimes seen in that area; it is not known 
whether this one was asleep just under the surface or on a 
suicide mission. W.B. 

"' Question on etiquette for our Catering personnel: should 
whale- or mermaid for that matter- be eaten with meat 
or fish knives? 

(Ed.) 



Captain Mulder 
. . . left his studies 

for t11hat tl1t:y tuerc 

Ch. Eng. Bos Ch. Off. Drukkcr 211d Eng. Spruyt 
. . fair guesses in tons 

DRAMATIS PERSOr AE 

Those who saw the whale and who are still with R.I.L. or who have retired. 

W.Z. Mulder - now retired from G.v.d. Spoel - now Chief Officer 
the Company and of m.v. Tjiluwah. 
a regular contribu- H. Spruyt - now Ch. Engineer 
tor to R.l.L. Post. of m.v. Tjiluwah. 

- now Captain of W. Bakker -lately Actg. Ch. 
R.l.L.'s fastest Engineer of s.s. 

E.M. Drukker 

ship m .v. Stmat Tjikampek, now 
Rio. on leave. 

-was later ap - P. Tigchelaar -lately 2nd Eng. 
pointed Supt. Syd- of m.v. Tjimanu..~ , 
ney from which now on leave. 
post he retired last Kwok Ming -now Ch. Steward 
fuly. of m .v. Van der 

A. Bos 

D.C.M.v.cl. Kroft- now Actg . Captain H agen . 
of m.v. Tjitaru.m. 

E.P. H eileman - now desig nated 
Captain of m.v. 
Straat Malakka. 

Of the original crew members, none 
remains today on board m. v. STRAAT 
MALAKKA. 

VERVOLGDEN DE REIS 

( .. en de boer, hij ploegde voort) 

3rd Off. Heileman 
'' too much blood for 

one man" 

Checking the old ship's logbook in H ong Kong, we found this incident tersely reported in sober seaman's language: 
" Voelden te 0910 een Iichte schok, zagen een clonkere vlek in het schroefwater , draaiden bij en constateerden dat een 
walvis getroffen was geworden. Vervolgden de reis." 
T ranslated: "Felt at 0910 a slight shock, saw a dark spot in the wash, came around and noticed that a whale had 
been hi t. Continued the voyage". 

~rd Off. u.d. Kroft 
" thought it ttJas an 

elephant " 

4th Eng. Bakker 
author of tl1is true story 

4th Off. u .d. Spec/ 
.. . . it can't be rock 
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5th Eng. Tigchelaar 
... Mrm Overboard! 

Ch. Steward Kwok Ming 
.... Meat or fish ? 



STARBOARD AND LARBOARD 

(LESSO S FO R L A DL UBBERS- o. 5) 

Long ago, in the days before rudders, a long oar was 
rigged back aft on the "right" side of the vessel in 
order to steer ir. O rig inally it was called the steerboard, 
bu t sailors soon corrupted the word to its present fo rm , 
starboard, and then adopted it as the general descriptive 
term for the right-hand of the ship. 

Since drafb were incl ined to b: qu i.e shallow, a leebo.: rd 
was pu t over the " left" side of the vessel to keep sidewise 
drift to a minimum. T his word was also corrupted, soon 
becoming larboard, and then used as the general designation 
for the left-hand of a sh ip. 

Because of the sim ilarity of the two words, starboard and 
larboard, the latter was eventually changed to port.* Both 
port and starboard are still in general use today for every
th ing but commands to the helm. In some cou ntries these 
are g iven as left and right rudder for reasons of convenience 
and simpl icity. 

In the days of muzzle-loading cannon an::! ships-of-the
li ne, starboard and larboard were used as part o( ::1 

doggerel for timing salutes. Upon signal from the cap<ain, 
the gunner's mnte, w ith lighted match in hand, would 
prance across the deck repeating this little rhyme: 

" I£ I had any sense 
I wouldn 't be here 
Starboard fire ". 

at which point he would apply the match to the touch 
hole, firi ng the cannon. He would immediately tu rn and 
prance across the deck repeating: 

" If J had any sense 
I wou ld n't be here 
Larboard fi re ". 

npplying the match to a primed gun on the larboard or 
port side. His ballet-like per formance would continue 
unti l the appropriate number of guns had been fired. 

The approximate time an experienced gunner's ma:e took 
to recite the poem between fi rings was five seconds. Thi~ 
has resulred in the current naval practice of maintaini ng 
five second intervals between fi ri ng salute guns. 

Rt!prinud by kind pt!rmission of " Tht! Compau' ' 
* Port: Origin obscure. 

Larboard: another derivation of this word is from the 
old English "Ladeborde", the loading side, as con
trasted with the steering side. 

FIRE DRILL 

Quote from H .O. Circu lar 

o. 6o dated 22 Augu st: 

" it should of course b~ 

avoided that staff mem

bers run out of the office 

in panic but the tempo 
0 0 0 • leaves room for 

improvement ". 

R ecently a Fire D rill was held in Interocean H ouse, H ong 

Kong followed a few weeks later by a "shooting" practice 

with extingu ishers by amateur hosemen of the H K H.O. 

Fire Brigade. W e like to think that the standard reached 
was a little higher than that shown in the above picture, 
reprinted by special permission of The Satut·day Evening 
Post. ( Copyright 1961 by The Curtis Publishing Company) 0 
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CAPTAIN SCHAEFFER 

Gereed Ma chine ( Fini. ·hed with Engines ) 

A fter 36 years at sea, Capta in A.G. Schaeffer put the engine 
telegraph at STOP for the last time on board m. v. STRAAT 
BANKA on August 21st when they arrived at Sydney, where 
he hopes to retire. 

Captain Schaeffer transferred to the Company in 1949 
from K.P.M. , and in 1950 was g iven command of m.v. 
TJIMENTENG, on which ship he later celebrated his 25th 
Jubi lee. 

This was followed by command of m.v. MAETSUYCKER, 
s.s. N IEUW HoLLAND, m.v. T EGELBERG and fi nally m.v. 
STRAAT BANKA , his career culminating in her recent highly 
successful voyage as Australian Trade Ship. 

In 1952 Captain Schaeffer was given special commendation 
for his rescue of a sailor in a black night of driving rain 
and heavy seas off Waglan Island, H ong Kong. The sailor, 
who fell overboard earlier in the night, had been in the 
water fo r well over two hours before he was picked up 
by the lifeboat. 

In 1959 the Silver Medal of the K.N.M.I. was 
to Captain Schaeffer for distinguished work 
meteorological field. 

awarded 
111 the 

At a fa rewell luncheon , held on board m. v. STRAAT BANK A 
on August 21st, Mr P.A. de Laos, General Manager for 
Australia and New Zealand, mentioned some of these 
things. Mrs Schaeffer, Captain and Mrs D. Visser and 
Mrs de Loos were present on this occasion, as well as 
Capta ins and Chief Engineers of all R. I.L. vessels in port 
at the time and senior staff members of Sydney office. 

Speaking on behalf of Manag ing Directors, Mr de Loos 
thanked Captain Schaeffer for his valuable services in the 

Pl1otograph by Mr W . Brink man (Sydney) 

past and wished both him and Mrs Schaeffer all the best 
for the future. 

Mr G. J. Doves, Chief E ngineer of m.v. STRAAT BANKA, 
then said a few words on behalf of the etat-major and 
presen·ed an inscribed clock in the shape of a world globe. 

Captain Schaeffer replied to these speeches by thanking the 
Company for the confidence they had rested in him during 
the yea rs; he recalled the good fortune he had always 
had d uring his seafaring career and concluded by wishing 
R.I.L. and everyone present, prosperity for the futu re. 

A MEAGRE HARVEST 

Books on th~ Peoples Republic are not lacking, but most of them 
make dreary reading because the author is anti , or equally tiring 
because he is violently pro. Wollaston was neither; he was full y 
convinced he was neutral, prepared to be pro, but went mainly on 
a fact-finding tour. What he found makes amusing reading: a bit 
of everything, most of which he is not trying to label good or bad 
but on which he comments in his own, slightly caustjc style. 

Readers will , no doubt, before they are through the China part of 
the book, have realised what made the author so depressed and 
disappointed in the results of his trip, so eagerly wanted but so 
meagre in harvest. It is that this man started off without any 
knowledge of the modern spoken language and had very little idea 
of Chinese thought and way of reasoning, either ancient or modern . 
We quite adm it that such is the cas~ with n~arly all tourists who 

Nicholas Wollaston: "China in the Morning" 

Uonatlwn Cape London 1960, 25 s/1.) 

visit a country off the beaten tra k , but Wollas:on d :d not go as a 
tourist, nor was he willing to adjust himself when he found out 
too late - that he was ill -prepared for meeting a people who bad 
gone through a revolution and its aftermath of mass-education. 

The title of the book is slightly misleading; nearly half of the text 
is devoted to his return trip through Vietminh, Vietnam , Thailand 
Laos and Cambodia. And here he meets with more luck or, as he 
indicates, with less regimentation. H is remarks on these countries 
arc far more valuable than those on China. Many of his veiled 
predictions have already materialised and most of his observations 
stand confirmed in the light of recent events. Two score unusual 
photos, two m aps, and a few hours of amusing reading. 

W. Z. M. 



SHIPS 

OF THE WEEK 

Following on the "Ships of the W eek" broadcast on 
1 Jth August, to m.v. TJIBODAS as " Eastship" (top) 
and m.v. TJILIWONC as "Westship", a number of 
officers on board m.v. TJILIWONG called their families 
in Holland direct on the ship's radio-telephone"' to 
make immediate replies to the broadcast comments, 
giving a pleasant surprise to all concerned. 

"'All R.l.L. and K.P.M. combination ships on services 
calling at West African or New Zealand ports are 
equipped with radio-telephone installation to accelerate 
port despatch. 

OLD COLLEAGUES 

M r John W. Broers, fo rmer employe at R.I.L.'s 
T andjong Priok Office, has written to us with a 
request to publish his address, as he would like to 
renew contact with his many friends ashore and 
aAoat; R.l.L. Post gladly complies: 

741 Lincoln Street 

Santa Clara 

California, u.s.A. 

SWEEPINGS 
Whose Ship ' - The old and respectable firm of A. Wing 

never makes a mistake when spelling the 
names of our ships, including that of the 
"Straat van Diemen". T heir off-spring, 
Wing Hing however referred in a debit note 
to "Straat Van Die Man" (Street of that 
man) . 

We' re sti ll asking ourselves: which man ? 

What Safety? - In keeping with the Company's tradition of 
making provision for all contingencies , 
"Safety P lans" of I.O.H. have recently 
been posted on all Head Office floors. 

True to the service-rendering nature of our 
Company, the watchmens' rounds arc a:so 
charted on these plans, which will ensure 
undisturbed prowlmg by any prospective 
burglar. 



ll! fERSMN~ 
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NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following 
new R.I.L.'ers who recently took up employment: 

Mr H. Bcsscm 
H. Kamstra 
j .C. Ingwersen 

, j. van der Ncut 
W. Westcrhof 
A.A. Baars 
H.H . Boers 
R. Bouckacrt 
H.J. Broersc 
A. L. Dekkcrs 
D. van Dijk 
P.F. Feleus 
N. Filius 
P. Geen >e 
W .C. Gci•tdiirfcr 
F.) . de Gram 
W. Hoogendoorn 

., J. W. Kassenberg 
) .) . Koeman 
E. Koopman 
j .P.K. de Korver 
F.G. Krap 
M.A.C.v. Laerhovcn 
j .C.M. Lint 
N. LP.v.d . Mculcn 
J.Th. Meyer 
J. Pasvccr 

. , C.D.v.d . Peppel 
P.M. Schonberger 
S.P.J. Snoep 

, B. Spits 
H . Verburg 

., f.E.E. Ver:.choor 
H.S. Vis 

., J.A.M. de Vries 
fl.R. Wastcrval 
I LB. Wiersma 
C.II.\V . tc Winkel 

4th Officer 
, , 

5th Engineer 

" Appr. 

" 

" 

" 

LEAVING <OR LEFT) SERVICE 

Mr A. Steketee 
H .M. Conijn 

, M.C. Pick 

2nd Officer own request 
4th " 
Employe 

BACK PAGE TRIO 

Ivory - Rhinoceros (literally " nose-horn") travelled 
on board m. v. VAN HwTsz from Kenya 
to Kobe. 

Brass - Horn-blowing member of the brass band, 
which always 'plays out' passenger ships 
from Kobe. On this occasion the ship was 
m.v. BoiSSEVAIN and the picture was taken 
by Mr 1<. Aji ta (Kobe). 

Gold - "The Golden Horn", the original port of 
the harbour of Istanbul, so named by the 
ancients because it is shaped like a hull's 
horn. 

LEAVE 

The following personnel went on leave: 

Mr E.F. Aalberts 
J. J. van us 
Th .M.v.d. Bosch 

, J.C . van Dijke 
Z. van Voon huizen 
II. 1'\oort 
C.j. H.M. Baas 
R.J.C.v. Battum 
A.v. Devcmer 
A.E. Kelder 
C .H. Onderwater 
K. Renard 
W. Spiering 
M.A. Vink 

, C.C. de; Waal 
W. de Zecuw 

, F . T crwogt 

Ch. Officer 
2nd 

" 3rd 

" " -;rei Engineer 

s=" 

" Chef van Dienst 

Those who returned are: 

pos1ed 1o 
Mr j . de Boer 3rcl Officer m.v. STRAAT MALAKKA 

TJINEGARA ll.C. Faassc 
1-l .H .A.E. Kwaad 

, J.v.d. Ree 
K. Watz 

" 
S1'RAAT VAN DtEM EN 

Miss C.C.v. Kempen 
Mr G.D.M. Boot 

4th Engineer 
Stewardess 
H . Employe " 

TJITJALENGKA 
S1'RAAT CLEMENT 
Ruvs 

Durban 
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, W. P.J. Frowein 

TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS 

AND CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Wellington 

Captai n P.I-1. Zweers, Master of nL v. TJINECARA, was posted to m .v. 
SntAAT BANKA. 

Captain D. Visser, Master of m.v. STRAAT BANKA, went on home 
leave prior to his retirement. 

Captai n L. Rademaker , Master of m .v. STRAAT CooK went on inter
mediate leave and was subsequently posted to m.v. TJI NECARA. 

Chief Officer A.) . Zonnevijlle of m .v. STRAAT BANKA was posted to 
m.v. SntMT CooK as acting Captain. 

Captain D. Procee was posted to s.s. TpPONnOK following inter
mediate leave. 

Captain W.F. H. Gerken, Mdster of s.s. TJt PONOOK, went on inter
mediate leave. 

Mr A. Snoek, Chief Engineer of m .v. TJIBANTJET, was posted to m.v. 
T >.C >,LB >.RC. 

Mr R. Jonker, Chief Engineer of m .v. T tChLHhRC, was posted to m.v. 
T ;tBA NTJET. 

Mr G.j . Doves, Chief Engineer of m.v. STRAAT BANKA, was posted to 
m .v. T JI NI:-.CARA . 

Mr j .G.H. Verkerk, Chief Engi neer of m .v. TJIN>.CARA, was post<d 
to m.v. S1'RAAT BANKA. 

Mr Th .M.J. Effring, acting Ch ief Engineer of m.v. TJILIII'ONc, was 
hospitalized. 

Mr F.) . Bruil , acting 2nd Engineer of m .v. TpLIWONc, was tem
poraril y promoted to acting Chief Engineer of this ship. 

'f J. OLDE PRINTEfti E , LTp. 



H 0 R N 

PORTS OF CALL: TIMARU, N.Z. 
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